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Goodspeed ends successful 20th Anniversary Revival on January 5, 1997

The Goodspeed Opera House’s production was so popular with audiences that the run was extended for two
weeks past the originally-announced closing date of December 22, 1996. It is gratifying to know that this out-
standing revival could do that kind of business and prove once again that even after 20 years and innumerable
productions, Annie still has the power to enchant audiences. On the following three pages are photographs and
reviews of the show. We were sent 19 reviews, and out of those only
three could be called “negative.” Those are almost more interesting
to read than the positive reviews: to see what that particular critic
could have found fault with. All of the reviews and photographs on
pages 1, 2, 3, and 4 were generously supplied to us by the Good-
speed Opera House. Special credit goes to press contact Jennifer
Wislocki and photographer Diane Sobolewski. And thanks to the
cast and production staff at the Goodspeed for a job very well done!




By MALCOLM JOHNSON
Courant Theater Critic
he prospect of seeing double
T orphan redheads this season

_ at the Goodspeed. Opera
» “House and the Oakdale Theatre
ght be cause for some Annie-
ty. But “Annie” is in good small
hands in East Haddam.

_The success of the 20-year-old
Thomas Meehan-Charles Strouse-
Martin Charnin adaptation of Har- |
old Gray's “Little Orphan Annie”
depends almost entirely on the
chﬁd recruited to play the adorable
but felsty Depression sweetheart,
and Goodspeed has found a win-
ning mini-heroine in
Enfield's Cassandra
Kubinski. Blessed
with a sharp-edged
clarion soprano, &
classic profile and great hair
(blond dyed a flaming red), Ku-
binski also proves an appealing ac-
_tress, spitting out lines in staccato
bursts, almost like comic-strip bal-
loons. Her only fault lies in her
understandable tendency to follow
direction too studiously. But as the
show runs on, she will probably
loosen up a bit.

Charnin, the “Annie” librettist-
director, has himselfa near-perfect
“Annie,” for Kubinski looks
enough like the movie Annie (Ai-
leen Quinn) to please kiddies who
have watched the movie endlessly,

Please see Cassandra, Page E3
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Continued from 1D

pealing 12-year old who can act, sing
and spit out lines in edgy staccato
fashion even better than Andrea
McArdle, who originated the part in
the Tony Award-winning Broadway
pro(lnctiun.

More impnrtanily, {here is never
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Annie People Fan Club member
Rick Talley flew from southern
California to Connecticut to see four
performances at Goodspeed.

Backstage in
the Orphans’
dressing room,
Alene Robertson
decides that for
the next perfor-
mance she won't
be playing Miss
Hannigan but
instead will give
the title role a
try!

Samantha Diaz-Hennessey

(Molly), Evin Diaz-Hennessey (Duffy),
Tiffany Provencher (Pepper), Nora Blackall (July), and Cassandra
Kubinski (Annie). Not Pictured: Kaitlyn Ashley (Tessie) and Courtney
Leigh (Kate).

[
]
'

The Goodspeed pera House with Annie
banner and Christmas decorations.

Below: a view
from the stage of
the Goodspeed
Opera House.
The light on the
pole is known as
the “ghost light”
and is always
kept lit beween
performances.

Director/Lyricist/“Archie T. Tridmorton” Martin Charnin
with Tricia in front of the Opera House, September 1996.



An Assortment of Little Friends Bisque figurines of comic strip characters were very popular in the
1930s. Some of the Little Orphan Annie ones are shown above. They range in height from 1" to

3 R". The third and fourth ones from the right are known as “nodders,” meaning their heads are
attached to their bodies with an elastic cord, so the heads could be posed like they are nodding. The
Warbucks nodder is in a black suit, which we believe to be the original paint job, but this figurine also
came in a light-colored suit. We will be showing more photos of Annie collectibles in upcoming issues.

/- Annie Stars Since Annie -

JOANNA PACITTI will be coming into New York soon to begin preparing for her title role
in Annie’s 20th Anniversary Broadway production. Exact dates are not set, but right now it is
thought that the run will begin previews in mid-March. The show will play at the Eugene
O’Neill Theatre, where Grease has been playing...ANDREA McARDLE is currently playing
Eponine in the national tour of Les Misérables, which recently played in her home town of
Philadelphia. Her daughter Alexis Kalehoff is in the show also, alternating between Young
Eponine and Young Cosette.... AILEEN QUINN is currently starring at the Off-Broadway
Samuel Beckett Theatre in Dreamstuff, a remake of the Aladdin and the Lamp story. Pre-
views opened January 22, and the show will run through March... HARVE PRESNELL
guest-starred on Don Johnson’s series Nash Bridges on October 18 on CBS. In case you
didn’t recognize Harve, he has hair and a mustache now....CAROL BURNETT guest-starred
on the 100th episode of Mad About You as Helen Hunt’s mother. (Obscure Trivia: AILEEN
QUINN’s mean older sister in The Frog Prince was played by Helen Hunt.)....Show Boat
closed on Broadway after almost 2-1/2 years in early January, and LARISSA AUBLE played
Young Kim for the entire run, never missing a single performance. Her solid 100% atten-
dance in a Broadway run of this length (approximately 960 consecutive performances) with-
out a miss is thought to be an all-time record for a child actress. Congratulations, Larissa!...
ALLISON SMITH guest-starred on Beverly Hills 90210 and was in the TV movie Lying
Eyes. This spring Allison will star in a new TV series called Spy Game on ABC-TV....A full-
page ad in the Newark (N.J.) Star Ledger raved about SARAH JESSICA PARKER and her
current starring role on Broadway in Once Upon a Mattress. There was also a featured 4-page
article on Sarah in the January issue of Biography magazine. The only problem was that the
photo used to illustrate Sarah in her Annie days was not Sarah; it was DANIELLE BRISE-
BOIS!... Annie in the 1992-93 National Tour, HEATHER SOROKA, has performed the Na-
tional Anthem at so many professional hockey and basketball events in the Washington, D.C.
area, she is known as Anthem Annie... MARTIN CHARNIN’s new album Incurably Ro-
mantic is now out. The selections are songs from various musicals he has written over the
years, some of them very obscure. 4nnie and Annie Warbucks fans will recognize ANDREA
McARDLE, KATHRYN ZAREMBA and CHRISTY BARON on the album. Compact
discs may be ordered by phone (by American Express only) at (203) 544-8288, or you can
send a check to Original Cast Records, Box 496, Georgetown, CT 06829. CD’s are $14.95
plus $3 shipping and handling. Highly recommended.
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. CALENDAR OF ANNIE-VERSARIES

1997

JANUARY
The Broadway show closed at the Uris Theatre after 2,377 performances, 1983
The 1986 National Tour opened in Rochester, 1986
Sandy’s first appearance in the comic strip, 1925
Annie at the Goodspeed finished its 20th anniversary five-month run, 1997
Broadway's fifth Annie, ALYSON KIRK, will be 27
The 3rd National®s first Annic, ROSANNE SORRENTINQ, will be 29
Little Orphan Annie comic strip creator HAROLD GRAY was bom, 1894
Annie 2: Miss Hanmigon's Revenge finished its onc-month run in D.C., 1990
Annie in the 20d National, MARISA MORELL, will be 27
Annie in the 2nd National and the 1st National, LOUANNE, will be 27
Allison Smith became Breadway’s fourth Annie, 1980
Annie Warbucks, starving Lauren Gaffney, opened in Chicago, 1992
Annie Warbucks finished its seven-month run in New York, 1994
EEBRUARY
The Broadway show's 2,000th performance, 1982
Shelley Bruce became Broadway's second Annie, 1978
MARCH
The Broadway peeview opeaed at the Kennedy Center in Washington, 1977
The 5 Broadway Annies had a reunion at an Englewood, NJ Annie show, 1986
Annie in the 1st National, THEDA STEMLER, wili be 3¢
Sarah Jessica Parker became Broadway’s third Annie, 1979
{approx.) Annie, starring Joanna Paciiti, will begin previews on Broadway, 1997
The st National Tour opened in Toronto, 1978
Broadway’s third Annie, SARAH JESSICA PARKER, wilf be 32
APRIL :
The 1984 National Tour's Annie, LISA LYNNE, will be 24
The Broadway show opened at the Alvin Theatre, 1977
Andrea McArdle became Broadway's first Annic, 1977
MAY
The London show opened at the Victoria Palace Theatre, 1978
Broadway's second Annie, SHELLEY BRUCE, will be 32
Annie in the 4th National, KATHLEEN SISK, will be 25
Harold Gray died at age 74, 19638
Annie 2, starring Lauren Gaffney, opened at Goodspeed-at-Chester, 1990
Biil Berloni found Sandy in the pound in Connecticut, 1976
The movie premiered in New York, Los Angeles, and Toronto, 1982
IUNE
Annie won 7 Tony Awards, including Best Musicai, [977
Armie’s composer, CHARLES STROUSE, will be 69
The 2nd National Tour opened in San Francisco, 1978
The movie’s Annie, AILEEN QUINN, will be 26

JULY )
Annie 2 finished its two-menth workshop run at Goodspeed-at-Chester, 1990
Annie Warbucks, saarring Kathryn Zaremba, opened in New York, 1993
Anni in Annie 2: Miss Harmigan's Revenge, DANIELLE FINDLEY, will be [9
Allison Smith’s 1,000th performance on Broadway, 1982 ’
The 1984 Nationat Tour opened in Atlanta, 1984
The 1986 Naticnal Tour's Amnie, SARAH BETHANY REYNOLDS; will be 24
The 2nd National's first Asnie, PATRICIA ANN PATTS, will be 30

AUGUST
Harold Gray's Little Orphan Anrie comic strip began, 1924
The movie's director, JOHN HUSTON, was bom, 1906
Annie, starring Kristen Vigand, opened at the Goodspeed Opera House, 1976
Armnie's writer, THOMAS MEEHAN, will be 68
John Huston died at age 81, 987
Broadway’s Sandy died at age 16, 1990

SEPTEMBER
Principal filming of the movic cnded, 1981
Annie in the 1991-92 National Tour, SARA ZELLE, will be 16
The 4th National’s first Annie, MOLLIE HALL, wilf be 27
Alyson Kirk became Broadway's fifth Annic, 1982
The 4th National Tour opened in West Point, 1981
The Goodspeed’s 20th aon. Annie, starring Cassandra Kubinski, opened, 1996
The Broadway show’s 1,000¢h performance, 1979
Annic in Annie Warbucks, KATHRYN ZAREMBA, will be 14
Annic meets “Daddy™ Warbucks in the contic strip, 1924
OCTOBER
The 3rd National Tour opened in Dallas, (979
Annie in Annie 2 and Anmie Warbucks, LAUREN GAFFNEY, will be {8
Ann Maric Mudge Warbucks was born, 1922 (movie version)
The 1992-93 National Tour opented in Bloomington, Indiana, 1992
The comic strip was dropped from the Chicago Tribune, 1925
The comic strip was reinstated in the Chicago Tribune, 1925
Ann Elizabeth Mudge Bennctt Warbucks was born, 1922 (play versior)
The 1991-92 National Tour opened in Rochester, 1991
NOVEMBER
Linle Orphan Annie Sunday comic strip began, 1924
Broadway’s first Annie, ANDREA McARDLE, wilf be 34
Annie in the 1992-93 National Tour, HEATHER SOROKA, will be 16
Annie: A Royal Adventure, starring Ashley Johnson, aired on ABC-TV, 1995
Annie’s tyricist and director, MARTIN CHARNIN, will be 63
The second Little Orphan Annie movie, starring Ann Gillis, premiered, 1938
DECEMBER -
Leonard Starr’s Annie comic strip began, 1979
Broadway's fourth Annic, ALLISON SMITH, will be 28
Annie 2: MHR, starring Danielle Findley, opened in Washington, D.C., 1989
The first Litrle Orphan Annie movie, starring Mitzi Green, premiered, 1932
Annie in the 2nd National, KRISTI COOMBS, will be 26
Annie was left on the Orphanage steps, 1922

‘UJ ‘SOTAIDS BIPIJA SUNQLIL

Comic strip update: Annie has her memory back now, but her hair Still has a long way to go.
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This panel is from “If Six Great Cartoonists Had Drawn
Oz Comics" by Eric Shanower, from Oz Story Maga-
zine No. 2, May 1996. Each panel was written, drawn,
and lettered in the style of a famous cartoonist. Here,
Annie/Dorothy and Sandy/Toto are shown in a scene
from The Wonderful Wizard of Oz book, and perfect-
ly captures the art and writing of Harold Gray. ©1996
Eric Shanower and reprinted with permission of
Hungry Tiger Press.

The Tour is Coming...this billboard is one of two
located on the northbound side of Interstate Route 95 in
Connecticut. The banner that Sandy is holding reads “The
20th Anniversary” and it says “Pre-Broadway” above the
show dates.

SET THose VCRs...ABC-TV Network will devote an entire
episode of their news-magazine program Turning Point to
the story of Annie and the upcoming Broadway revival. It is
currently scheduled to air on Sunday evening, February
16, 1997. Check local listings for the exact time and chan-

nel in your area.

Jon Merrill

Annie People

517 North Fenwick Street
Allentown, PA 18103

E-mail: JonMerrill@aol.com (note change)
Web site: http://ourworld.compuserve.com/

homepages/jamerrill

**Up-to-the-minute Annie news is at Web site**
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